Upper Streamed English – 6.07.20
The Beginnings of 

The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
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The Beginning

Since its beginning in 1824 - as the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals - the RSPCA has worked to promote kindness and prevent cruelty to animals. 

Preparing the way
In 1822, Richard Martin who was a member of parliament, piloted the first 
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anti-cruelty bill giving cattle, horses and sheep some protection.

World first
Richard Martin was one of the 22 founders of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals which was launched in London in 1824. The SPCA became the first national animal protection society in the world.

No compassion
At that time people didn’t really care about animals the way most of us do today.  They only thought of them for transport and supplying food, or as sport.

Changing attitudes  (the way people think) 
In its early years the SPCA’s major campaign was to make people care about cruelty to animals.  

Cruelty exposed
In 1832 the SPCA convicted 181 people for being cruel to animals.  This made a big impact on how people thought about the treatment of animals.


Royal approval
In 1840 Queen Victoria gave her permission for the SPCA to be called the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

Examining Non-fiction Text – Sheet 1

Read the text carefully and answer the following questions using full sentences.  
When you have finished each one, read your answer to check that it makes sense.  
1. What did Richard Martin do in 1833?

	

	


2. Where and when was the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals first launched?

	


3. How many people founded the Society?

	


     4.  The SPCA was the first _____________   _______________  ____________

           society in the world.
5.  At that time people didn’t think of animals the same way as we do 

 today.  How did they think of animals and what did they use them for?

	

	


6. In the early years the SPCA wanted to “Change people’s attitudes about animals”.  What do you think this means?

	

	


7. In 1832 who did the SPCA convict?  Why did they do this?

	

	


8. What happened in 1840?

	

	


9. Why do you think Queen Victoria gave permission for this? 

	


The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

Examining Non-fiction Text – Sheet 2

Read the text carefully and answer the following questions using full sentences.  

When you have finished each one, read your answer to check that it makes sense.  

1. What year did the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals    

begin? 

	


2. Name the man who started the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to   

    Animals.
	


3. How many people founded the Society?

	


4. The SPCA was the first n_______________    a_______________  p_______________ society in the world.

 5.  What did people use animals for in those days?
	

	


6. People didn’t care about cruelty to animals at that time – what did the
    SPCA try to do?
	

	


7. What did Queen Victoria give her permission for the SPCA to do in 1840?
	

	


